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A  Man  who  came  to  Life  again, 

IN  THE 

Closet  of  a  Surgeon 

After  he  had  been  !'j  v  '  ‘ 1  •'  :  - 

PUBLICLY  EXECUTED. 

How  he  affrighted  the  Surgeon,  who 
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True  and  Particular  Account,  &c. 
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»  \ 


AProfeffor  of  Anatomy,  who 
refxded  in  Bury,  Suflolk,  once 
procured,  for  diffe£tion,the  bodies 
of  two  criminals  that  had  been 
executed  there.  When  the  bodies 
arrived  at  his  ho  life,  where  the 
differing  room  was,  he  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  put  them  into  a  clolet 
that  Opened  into  his  own  room, 
having  by  fome  means  millaid  the 
the  key  of  the  diife&ing  room. 


The  evening  came,  and,  according  to 
cuftom,  he  prodeeded  to  rtfume  his  literary 
labours  before  he  retired  to  reft. 

He  continued  at  his  ftudies  till  near  mid¬ 
night,  when,  all  the  family  being  fail  afleep* 
he  heard  a  rumbling  noiie  in  his  clolfet  ; 
thinking  that  by  fome  miftake  the  cat  had 
been  fhut  up  in  the  clofet  with  the  dead 
bodies,  he  arofe,  and  taking  the  candle, went 
to  fee  what  had  occafioned  the  noife  ;  but 
Tvhat  was  hi**  aftonifhment,  or  rather  panic, 
on  perceiving  that  the  fack  which  con¬ 
tained  the  two  bodies  was  rent  through 
the  middle,  and  one  of  the  dead  men  made 
his  efcape. 

The  doors  and  windows  were  well  fe- 
c tired,  and  he  thought  it  impoffible  the  body 
could  have  been  ftolen.  Upon  carting  his 
eyes  round  the  clofet,  he  perceived  the 
dead  man  feated  in  one  corner,  flaring  him 
full  in  the  face. 

Fhe  profeffbr  flood  for  fome  time  mo- 
tionlefs ;  the  man  had  ftill  his  eyes  fixed 
on  him  ;  he  wifhed  to  evade  looking  at  the 
dead  man,  but  which  ever  way  he  turned 
the  dead  man  feemed  refolved  to  flare  him 
out  of  countenance. 


cl  The  profelior  then  retired,  itep  by  f|ep, 
vwith  his  eyes  ftill  fixed  upon  die  objeti  of 
his  alarn n,  and  holding  the  candle  in  kis 
hand,  until  he  reached  the  door,  the  dead 
man  inftantly  ftarted  up  and  followed  him. 
A  figure  fo  hideous,  naked,  and  in  motion, 
the  latenefs  of  the  hour,  and  the  deep  ii- 
lence  that  prevailed,  concurred  to.  over¬ 
whelm  him  with  canfulion,;  he  let  fall  the 
only  candle  which  he  had  burning,  and  all 
W£S  darknefs ;  he  made  his  efcape  to  his 
hed-chamber,  and  threw  himfelf  on  his 
bed  ;  thither,  however,  he  \yas  purfued,  and 
Jhe  foon  felt  the  dead  man  embracing  his 
legs,  andioudly  fobbing. 

The  profeffor  hauled  out,  “  Leave  me  ! 
le^Lve  me!”  ..which  relieved  him  from  the 
gralp  of  the  dead  man,  who  now  in  his  turn 
exclaimed,  “  Ah  !  good  executioner,  good 
executioner,  have  mercy  upon  me  !” 

The  profefior  foon  perceived  the  caufe 
of  what  had  happened,  and  relumed  his 
fortitude  ;  he  informed  the  re-animated 
fufferer  who  he  really  was,  and  made  a  mo¬ 
tion,  as  if  he  intended  to  call  up  fome  of 
the  family,  “  You  wifh  to^deftroy  me,” 
exclaimed*  the  criminal,  if  you  call  any¬ 
one,  my  adventure  will  become  public,  ani 


1  mail  be  taKen  ana  executed  a  lecona  uiBr 
i ii  the  name  of  humanity  I  implore 
fave  my  life.” 

The  profeffor  ft  ruck  a  light,  decorated 
his  gueft  with  an  old  night-gown,  and  hav¬ 
ing  made  him  take  off  a  cordial,  re quefted 
to  know  what  crime  he  had  brought  him 
to  the  gallows.. 

The  poor  wretch  informed  him  that  he 
had  inlifted  as  a  foldieiu  but  having  no  great 
attachment  to  the  profeffion,  he  had  deter¬ 
mined  to  defer t ;  that  he  had  unfortunately 
entnifted  his  fecret  to  a  kind  of  crimp,  a 
fellow  of  no  principle,  who  recommended 
him  to  a  woman,  in  whofe  houfe  he  was  to 
remain  concealed,  and  after  informed  his 
officers  of  his  retreat,  which  fo  exafperated 
him  that  he  drew  his  bayonet  and  run  him 
through  the  body. 

The  profeftbr  was  extremely  perplexed 
how  to  lave  the  poor  man  ;  it  was  impom- 
ble  to  retain  him  in  his  own  houfe  and  keep 
the  matter  a  fecret ;  and  to  turn  him  out  of 
doors  wag  to  expofe  him  to  certain  deftruc- 
tion.  He  refolved  to  condvnft  him  out  ©f 
the  place,  in  order  that  he  might  get  into  a 
foreign  country ;  but  it  was  neceflary  to 
pafs  the  watch  of  the  town,  whfth  was 


jtfictly  guarded.  lo  accomplijh  this  point 
he  dr cfjed  the  man  in  fame  of  his  own  clothes , 
covered  him  with  a  cloak ,  and  at  a  hearly 
hour ,  Jet  out  for  the  country ,  as  his  Jervant , 
behind  him . 

O/*  arriving  the  laft  watch ,  £<r/Vg' 

known ,  /&?  /#;*/,  in  a  hurried  tone ,  that  he 
had  been  fent  j or,  to  viftt  a  Jick  pcrj'on , 
dying . 

?  I  ^  ^  '  *  v  *  .*  *  ■%  •  (• 

> 

He  was  permitted  to  pa/s,  and,  having 
got  into  the  op fields,  the  def  er  ter  threw 
him/clf  at  the  feet  of  his  deliverer,  to  whom 
he  fwere  eternal  gratitude  ;  and  ajfer  re¬ 
ceiving  Jo  me  pecuniary  affiance,  departed, 
offering  up  prayers  for  /its  lucky  and  un¬ 
expected  cfcapc,  and  at  intervals  petitioning 
the  Sa  viour  of  mankind  to  fio  vc  e  r  down 
hie  flags  on  the  head  of  the  af tonified  pro- 
defor,  who  indeed  flood  motionlefs  for  a 
diort  time . 

Twelve  years  after,  the  profefor  having 
Weapon  to  go  to  Amjhrdanl,  was  accofted  on 
die  '  Change ,  by  a  man  well  dr e [Jed  and  of 
the  heft  appearance,  and  who,  he  had  been 
informed,  was  one  of  the  prfl  merchants 
hi  Hmfterdam.  ‘  *  • 


This  man  is  neither  more  nor  tefs  than  the  dcfertei , 
but  entiiely  out  of  the  profefior’s  recofiedion  ;  I'or- 
tune  it  would  appea  had  fmiled  on  him  fince  his  re- 
fide  nee  in  Holland,  a  if  lhe  had  intended  to  reconv 
pence  him  for  what  he  had  Offered  in  his  juvenile  year's 
from  mankind  ;  he  had  rifen  rapidly  from  a  common 
foldier  to  one  of  the  firft  merchants  in  that  opulent 
city  of  Amfterdam,  and  was  glad  that  he  had  now  the 
opportunity  of  repaying  his  former  benefactor. 

The  merchant,  in  a  polite  tone,,  enquired  if  he  was 
not  a  uiofeffor  of  medicine,  from  Bury,  in  Suffolk* 
and  on  being  anfwered  by  the  profeffor  in  the  affirma¬ 
tive,  he  requeued;  in  an  earned:  manner,  his  company 
to  dinner,  at  his  houfe,  but  a  little  difiance  from  the 
'Change.  The  profefTcr  accepted  the  invitation  with 
the  greutefl  pleafure,  efpecially  as  he  was  fo  much  fiir- 
prifed  at  the  enquiries  of  a  ft  ranger. 

Having  reached  the  merchant’s  houfe,  he  was  (hewn 
into  in  elegant  apartment,  wheie  he  faw  the  merchant’s 
wife,  a  moll  beautiful  worn  an  and  two  fine  healthy 
children  ,  but  he  could  not  fupprefs  his  aftonilbment 
at  meeting  with  fo  cordial  a  reception  from  a  family  t® 
whom  he  thought  himfelf  an  entire  ft  ranger. 

During  the  dinner  he  kept  his  eyes  fixed  c®  the 
merchant  and  his  wife  alternately ;  but,  as  he  thought, 
he  had  never  feen  him. 

After  dinner  the  merchant  taking  him  into  his 
counting-room,  laid,  “  You  do  not  recoiled  me  - * 

Not  at  all  ” - “  But  I  recoiled  you,  and  never 

fhali  your  features  be  effaced  from  my  remembrance.- 
You  are  ray  benefactor.  I  am  the  per Yn  who  cams 
to  life  in  your  cloiet,  and  to  whom  you  paid  fo  much 
attention  '  On  parting  from  you  I  hired  a  boat  at 
'South-End,  ia  Eliex,  and  came  to  Holland,  I  wrote 


t  good  hand,  was  tolerable  expert,  and  my  figure  ra¬ 
ther  interesting,  I  foon  obtained  a  ittuation  as  3 
merchant's  cleric  My  good  conduct  and  zeal  for  my 
mailer’s  intereft,  p  ocured  me  his  confidence,  and  at 
the  fame  time  his  daughter^  love*  who  is  now,  as  you 
fee,  my  amiable  partner,  and  mother  to  thefe  tw© 
children. 

«» 

“  On  his  retiring  from  bufmefs,  I  fucceeded  him  * 
but  as  I  owe  all  my  happinefs  to  you.  henceforth 
look  upon  my  honfe,  my  fortune,  and  myfelf  at  your 
difpo'al.,>  J 

Tliofe  that  poflefs  the  fmalleft  fhare  of  fenfibiJitr, 
mn  eafily  figure  to  themfelves  the  feelings  of  the  pre- 
feilbr  at  this  time. 


FINIS. 
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